
The McKinley Weekly Mini-Messenger 
For Schoolwide Info and Updates Each Week 

Date: 9/27/22 
 

Important Announcements and Reminders 
4th/5th Rainbow Club 

4th and 5th graders have the opportunity to participate in supplemental enrichment clubs that occur during 

lunch recess and are led by McKinley teachers volunteering their time. Some McKinley clubs include 

Student Council, Green Team, Dance Team, Student Newspaper, and Rainbow Club.  

Last school year, McKinley Elementary school was the first elementary school in the District to have 

formed a Rainbow Club. At the elementary school level a Rainbow Club is a safe and supportive space for 

LGBTQ+ students and allies to connect and hold space for each other to create community. Rainbow 

Clubs promote a safe, healthy school climate and an anti-bullying message. The Rainbow Club ties into 

our school PRIDE philosophy, and our valuing of diversity and inclusivity. A Parent Permission Slip for 

Rainbow Club is attached. 

 

STAR Assessments 

This week or the following week, the District’s Ed Services Department will mail home letters containing 

students’ fall STAR Assessment scores.  The STAR assessment replaces the previous Fastbridge progress 

monitoring assessment. The purpose of the letter is to provide parents with information about their child’s 

progress.  

What is the STAR Assessment 

The STAR assessment is not a formative or summative assessment; it is intended to be used throughout the 

year as a progress monitoring tool to guide teachers’ instruction and to help teachers differentiate 

instruction to meet students’ needs. The STAR assessment is a “universal screener” diagnostic assessment 

of grade-level foundational reading and math skills. It is an “adaptive” assessment, changing levels during 

the assessment based on how students answer each question.   

• TK-1 students took the Early Literacy assessment, which provides teachers with information about 

a student’s understanding of words, reading comprehension, and math numbers and operations.  

• 2nd-5th students took the Reading and Math assessments, which provide teachers with information 

about a student’s understanding of words, reading comprehension, and math.  

The reading assessments only measure foundational reading skills; they do not measure other ELA skills 

such as listening, speaking, or writing.  

More information about the assessment can be found here: 

https://www.renaissance.com/2016/09/09/parents-guide-star-assessments/ 

https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R0054872491706A8.pdf 

https://www.renaissance.com/products/star-assessments/ 

The Purpose of the STAR Assessment 

A key purpose of the STAR diagnostic assessment is to identify how students are responding to instruction 

and which students may benefit from intervention. 

Interpreting the Assessment Data  

The STAR assessment is just one piece of data amongst a variety of informal and formal data that teachers 

collect over the year in order to have a comprehensive big picture of students’ learning.  Teachers will 

share about your child’s strengths, needs, and strategies for academic growth, at the upcoming 

Parent/Teacher Conferences in November.   

 

Intervention 

McKinley has a Literacy Language Interventionist (LLI) and an Intervention Teacher who provide reading 

and math intervention to 2nd-5th grade students who would benefit from additional support. Intervention is 

https://www.renaissance.com/2016/09/09/parents-guide-star-assessments/
https://doc.renlearn.com/KMNet/R0054872491706A8.pdf
https://www.renaissance.com/products/star-assessments/


typically about 30 minutes, four days a week, in a small group, and occurs during the school day.  

Research-based intervention curriculum tailored to students’ needs is utilized.  

Our LLI also provides English Language Development intervention to our 4th and 5th grade English 

Language Learners, and English vocabulary development to our 2nd and 3rd English Learners.  

Students who qualify for intervention will have received a letter in their child’s backpack last week, and 

intervention will begin this week.   

 

 

 

This Week 
Day Date Time Event 

Monday 9/26  No School 

Playground Closed to Public for Painting Stripes on Asphalt 

Tuesday 9/27  PTA Reflections Art Contest Begins 

Wednesday 9/28   

Thursday 9/29   

Friday 9/30 8:30am 

9:00am 

Outdoor Schoolwide Assembly- 2nd Grade Presents Respect 

PTA Meeting, Zoom 

 

 

Next Week 
Day Date Time Event 

Monday 10/3   

Tuesday 10/4 3:15pm SSC Meeting, Zoom 

Wednesday 10/5  No School 

Thursday 10/6   

Friday 10/7  

9:00am 

Picture Day 

Room Parent Meeting, Zoom 

 

 

Upcoming Dates and Events 
10/12 Family Literacy Night 

10/12-10/14 Bike it Walk it Days 

10/28 Halloween Costume Parade 9am; Harvest Festival and Haunted House 4-6pm 

 

 

 

Flyers Attached 
Rainbow Club 

PTA Meeting 

Weekend Backpack Program 

Literacy Night 

 



McKinley Elementary School 
4th/5th Grade 

Rainbow Club 

 
 

Permission Slip 
 

At the elementary school level a Rainbow Club is a safe and supportive space for 
LGBTQ+ students and allies to connect and hold space for each other to create 
community.  Topics of family, identity, and respect can be discussed.  Rainbow 

Clubs promote a safe, healthy school climate and an anti-bullying message. 
 

More information about Rainbow Clubs can be found at:  
https://www.genderinclassrooms.com/rainbow-club 

 
This club will join our other supplemental enrichment for 4th/5th graders such as 

Student Council, Green Team, Dance Team, and Student Newspaper.  
 

The Rainbow Club will be lead by two teachers volunteering their time- Ms. 
Buckner (4th grade teacher, trained in Rainbow Clubs) and Ms. Mel (3rd-5th SAI 

Teacher). 
Meetings will occur during lunch and lunch recess the first Friday of each 

month. The first meeting is October 7th.  
 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Return this completed permission slip to the teacher or office by October 6th.  

 
_____________________  __________________ ________ 
Student Name   Teacher   Grade 
 
I give permission for my child to participate in the Rainbow Club at McKinley: 
 
_________________  ______________  _________________ 
Parent Name  Signature   Date 
 
_____________________________  ___________________________  
Email      Phone 

https://www.genderinclassrooms.com/rainbow-club




SMMUSD WEEKEND BACKPACK PROGRAM TO ADDRESS FOOD INSECURITY 
 

McKinley Elementary School 
 
The mission of the Weekend Bag Program to Address Food Insecurity is to help alleviate child hunger 
by providing McKinley students with nutritious and easy-to-prepare non-perishable food items for the 
weekend when school-sponsored breakfasts and lunches are not available. 
 
On Friday afternoons, immediately after school, each student enrolled in the program will discreetly 
pick up a bag of food from the location arranged by Noelle Sandoval, Senior Office Specialist, which 
they tuck into their backpack. 
 
The program is designed for students who may be experiencing weekend food insecurity. Each bag is 
designed to provide one child with enough food for 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches and 2 snacks for the 
weekend. 
 
This form is confidential; only the school office staff will be aware of who is participating in the 
program. Program coordinators and volunteers who prepare the food bags will not know participant 
names.  
 
SMMUSD and the Weekend Bags to Address Food Insecurity (WeB) Coordinators are proud to have 
this opportunity to support our students. If you have any questions, please contact Noelle Sandoval, 
Senior Office Specialist at noellesandoval@smmusd.org or 310 828-5011 x 65-120. 

 
If you would like to sign up your child for the Weekend Bag Program (WeB), 
please fill out this form and return to the office. 
 
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
Please enroll my child in the Weekend Bag Program (WeB) 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
Parent’s First Name                Parent’s Last Name.                                        Parent Phone Number 
 

 
Child(ren)’s Name(s) 
 
 

Child(ren)’s Grade(s) and Teacher(s) 
 
I will try help my child(ren) remember to pick up their bag(s) on Friday afternoons. I will notify Noelle 
Sandoval immediately if my situation changes and my student(s) no longer needs the Weekend food 
Bags. 
 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Parent Signature                                                                                                                Date 
 

mailto:noellesandoval@smmusd.org



